Introduction
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Level II refers to the additional training in 1 or more areas that enables some cardiovascular 26 specialists to perform or interpret specific diagnostic tests and procedures or render more specialized care 27 for patients and conditions. This level of training is recognized for those areas in which an accepted 28 instrument or benchmark, such as a qualifying examination, is available to measure specific knowledge, 29 skills, or competence. Level II training in selected areas may be achieved by some trainees during the 1 rotations. Level II training in echocardiography is required to provide independent interpretation of 2 echocardiograms.
3
Level III training requires additional experience beyond the standard 3-year cardiology 4 fellowship to acquire specialized knowledge and competencies in performing, interpreting, and training 5 others to perform specific procedures or render advanced, specialized care at a high level of skill. Level 
6
III training in echocardiography leads to the ability to direct an echocardiography laboratory, train others, 7 and conduct advanced research in echocardiography. Level III training is described here only in broad 8 terms to provide context for trainees and clarify that these advanced competencies are not covered during 9 the general cardiology fellowship. The additional exposure and requirements for Level III training will be 10 addressed in a subsequent, separately published in Advanced Training Statement.
11
The numbers of cases, procedures, and experiences recommended are based on published 12 guidelines, competency statements, and the opinions of the members of the writing group. It is assumed 13 that training is directed by appropriately trained mentors in an ACGME-accredited program and that 
General Standards
26
The echocardiographic laboratory in which training of cardiovascular fellows is undertaken 27 should be under the direct supervision of a full-time qualified director (or directors) who has achieved 28 Level III training (1, 2 guiding management of structural/arrhythmic heart disease should be available for the advanced trainee.
6
The precise format for best achieving these educational goals will vary from institution to learning, and educational programs. Additionally, it has developed tools to assist physicians in assessing, 1 enhancing, and documenting these competencies.
Summary of Training Requirements
2 Table 1 delineates each of the 6 competency domains, as well as their associated curricular 
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Within the scope of fellowship training, this document defines 3 levels of training ( 
10
The requirements for each level of training are summarized in Table 2 . In defining these levels, it 11 is recognized that specifying the duration of training and the number of procedures is both necessary and To obtain Level III competence, the trainee should fulfill all of the previously described requirements and 
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Intraoperative Transesophageal Echocardiography
20
Intraoperative TEE requires training in routine TEE followed by additional experience evaluating 21 patients undergoing a variety of cardiac procedures in the operating room (13, 14) . Experience in the Echocardiography plays an essential role in the selection of patients with structural heart disease 2 for catheter-based interventions, planning for these procedures and intraprocedural monitoring (17, 18 
Evaluation of Competency
